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NEWSLETTER —
On Wednesday 17th January, members of Church
M I N IST RY Committees gathered at St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch to

AR EA celebr.ate.z th.e first anniversary of our Ministry Area
commissioning.

AN N IVE RSARY Bishop Cherry spent the day across the MA. The day began

at St Teilo’s Primary School, meeting with the School

Council as well as spending time with Year 6 pupils who

were keen to quiz her on life as a Bishop!

This was followed by a meeting with local farmer,

broadcaster and author, Kate Bevan who campaigns on

behalf of the farming community with a focus on

environmental issues in Monmouthshire.

A lunch was then had by the Ministry Team at St Teilo’s,

Llantilio Pertholey.

The afternoon was spent with The Revd. Jean Prosser and

Pat Griffiths at St. Teilo's Church, Llanarth. Leaders of Calon

Llanarth (The Village Alive Trust), they discussed the group’s

plans to turn the unused church building into a community

hub.

Bishop Cherry then ended her day at
St David’s Church, Llanddewi
Rhydderch. We enjoyed a wonderful
buffet supper followed by a
celebration of the Eucharist. The
Bishop shared how enjoyable it had
been to watch the MA grow and
develop with new initiatives that will
help spread the Gospel message.
Philip Norman led several members of
the Pop-Up Choir who sang ‘Of the
Glorious Telling’ during the Eucharist.

Many thanks to all who organised the Pictured above: Revd. Julian Gray (MA Lead), Revd. Heidi
food, song, and everything that Prince, Bishop Cherry, Revd. David Roberts, Revd. Dr.
Lorraine Cavanagh.

contributed to a wonderful
celebration of our new Ministry Area.




VISION WORKSHOP PART 2

On Saturday 17th February, Archdeacon lan Rees led the second part of our
Ministry Area Vision Day. The morning was held at St Michael’s, Llanvihangel
Crucorney with a group from across the MA. This session was designed to build on
Part One of the Workshop held at Skenfrith back in November which focussed on
the challenges and opportunities faced by Ministry Areas.

Each group discussed goals for our churches, Pastoral Districts and Ministry Area
as awhole. These ideas were centred around the Diocesan Vision themes and how
these could be achieved:

e Discipleship

e Environment
Equality & Diversity
Social Justice
Stewardship

Issues that were touched on included clergy
support, increasing growth in our churches
and the encouragement of families and
younger worshippers. Environmental goals
were also discussed, with an aim of all our
17 churches to achieve their Bronze Eco
Church Award within the next 5 years.
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TAIZE WORSHIP AT LLANVAPLEY

In February, a group from across
the MA enjoyed an evening of
Taizé worship at St Mabli’s
Church, Llanvapley. The music
was led by Philip Norman and the
Pop-Up Choir, accompanied by
the flute played beautifully by
Julie Lunt. Traditional Taizé
chants were sung such as Bless
the Lord my Soul, Ubi Caritas and

O Lord Hear my Prayer.
CHILLY NORTH MONMOUTHSHIRE!
With Spring and Easter
just around the corner, . A g -
it’s hard to believe how Elta“r/,l\',?a:ﬁ;’l i‘;:g:;’l:gll'la"t'ho
different some of our : |

churches look with the
changing seasons!

Skirrid Holy Mountain

St James the Elder, _
Llanvetherine

St Mabli’s, Llanvapley



https://www.taize.fr/en
https://www.taize.fr/en
https://www.taize.fr/en

CRAFT CLUB’S TOWER OF FLOWERS!

St Michael’s Craft Club runs every 1st
and 3rd Monday of each month from
10:30am - 12:30pm. The cost for
each session is £2 and open to all,
from beginners to advanced!
Whether you have a project on the go
or fancy learning a completely new
craft, everyone is welcome. Various
techniques include sewing, knitting,
crochet, quilting and more. Pictured
here are a group of faithful crafters

joined by Bonnie the dog!

A crafting session was also held in
preparation for the Flower Festival in
May. Pictured here are some of the
enthusiastic crafters making flowers for
the Tower of Flowers which will tumble
from the Tower during the Festival over
Spring Bank Holiday (24th — 27th May).
Presented by the Abergavenny Flower
Arrangement Society, the Festival is

- titled “There’s no business like show

business!” It will feature over 25
stunning arrangements based on
favourite musicals.

This was the first crafting session, the next being held on Saturday 13th of April (10:30-
4:30) with plenty of tea and coffee supplied — open to all! Further information from
Sian - 07889 581181

Flower Festival (24th - 27th May)

Abergavenny Flower Arrangement Society to hold a Flower Festival at St Michael's,
Llanvihangel Crucorney on Whitsun bank holiday




MEET THE MAC

Back in March 2023, 15 people were elected to the Ministry Area Council, over the next few
issues of the newsletter we would like you to get to know your Ministry Area Council.

Elaine Norman (St David’s, L landdewi Rhydderch)

My husband Philip and | moved to Llanddewi Rhydderch from
Forest Gate in East London almost three years ago to be nearer
some of our younger family, including two of our grandchildren. |
worked as a Rehabilitation Worker for blind and partially sighted
people until retirement, and for the last 20 years of my working life
this was mainly with visually impaired children from 2 - 19 with
additional needs. This was both demanding and rewarding.

| grew up within the Anglican Communion; when not sitting on the
organ bench next to my Dad, | could be found singing in the choir.
We live just opposite St David’s Llanddewi Rhydderch and had attended the church when
visiting family and were always made very welcome, so when we moved in we quickly
became involved in the music and worship. | was on the PCC at my previous church in
Central London, and was soon persuaded to join the PCC at St David’s. | enjoy walking in the
hills, music (singing), gardening, cooking... and life in general.

Pip Rumsey (St. Cadoc’s, Penrhos)

| have been the Church warden for St Cadocs Church since 2016
and in 2022 | took on the role of treasurer despite failing maths
GCSE 3 times!! | am the MAC representative and trustee for
Penrhos. St Cadoc’s is currently in the process of installing a
church kitchen and toilet and once this is complete, I’'m looking
forward to help organise some social and fundraising events.

Verity Rumsey (St. James the Elder,

L lanvetherine)
| have been a member of St James the Elder since

we moved to Llanvetherine four years a go.l am
on the rota for cleaning the church, doing the
flowers and sometimes reading a lesson. As the
North Monmouthshire Ministry Area
representative for St James | attend meetings
and have undergone training to be the

Safeguarding officer.




Dates for the Diary

Lenten Course - Exploring Faith
Selected Sundays (18th February, 17th March, 14th April, 21st April, 5th May - 3pm
St Michael's, Llanvihangel Crucorney

Lenten Course - Themed Stations of the Cross

Each Friday (16th February - 22nd March) - 7pm (Excludes 1st March)
St Teilo's, Llantilio Pertholey

Grosmont Lent Lunches

Selected Tuesdays (20th February, 27th February, 5th March, 12th March, 19th
March: 12:30 - 2:00
St Nicholas, Grosmont

Holy Week

This is a selection of Holy Week services in the Ministry Area. This does not replace any existing services in
individual churches. Please check for local services

Stations of the Cross Good Friday Meditation with NMMA Choir
Monday 25th March - 7pm Friday 29th March - 2pm
St Michael'’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney St Nicholas', Grosmont
Healing Service Good Friday Skirrid Walk
Tuesday 26th March - 7pm Friday 29th March - 9am
St Michael's, Llanvihangel Crucorney Skirrid Carpark
Maundy Thursday Last Supper with Service of Light and Renewal of
Footwashing, Stripping of the Altar and Baptismal Vows
Watch Saturday 30th March - 7pm
Thursday 28th March - 7pm St Michael's, Llanvihangel Crucorney

St Teilo's, Llantilio Pertholey

ONNECTED
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North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

n Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area
If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area,

@ please forward details to our Administrator Mary Heading by emailing
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

Our MA website has now been developed.(https://northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk)
If you have any photographs/information you would like included please email
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com




