FLOWER FESTIVAL

Whitsun Bank Holiday brought lots of visitors to St Michael’s for
their Flower Festival. Titled “There’s no business like show
business”, 26 flower arrangements were on display based on well-
loved musicals made by the ladies of the Abergavenny Flower
Arrangement Society. the weekend began on the Thursday with a
Fork Supper Preview, before opening the doors on the Friday to
Monday.

The Festival was started at the church gate by the pupils of
Llavihangel Cruconrey Primary School whose flower-filled shoes
showcased 42nd Street! Other displays included Wizard of Oz,
Guys and Dolls, King and |, Lion King, South Pacific and many more!

Visitors were also drawn to the very impressive Tower of Flowers carefully constructed by
the Craft Club, tumbling from the top of the church’s tower. Hundreds of these flowers
could also be bought in memory of loved ones, with a message attached to its leaf. The
Tower of Flowers will be in place until the autumn so do come and see it. The Festival
attracted an estimated 300 visitors as well as a full church for the Sunday service! A hefty
total of £3,669 was raised for the upkeep of St Michael’s. Many thanks to Sian Lloyd,

Revd. David, Tess, Peter and all who helped make it such a successful and joyous event.
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Joseph’s Technicolour Tumbling Tower of Chitty Chitty Bang
Dreamcoat Flowers Bang



ST CADOC’S NEW LOO AND KITCHEN

Penrhos is a quiet but friendly village that have always

enjoyed socialising. But with no pub, village hall or community
space, it was essential the church be a place that allowed for
fellowship as well as worship. Last year, the wheels were put
in motion for the installation of a new kitchen and toilet at St

Cadoc’s Church.

Once a faculty had been approved, a grant was applied for
from the Community Green Energy Advisory Group which
awarded a very helpful sum.

Nick Oxford Builders agreed to do all the building work,
plumbing and electrics and all worked very hard whilst
maintaining respect for the church throughout the job. They
were sure to keep things clean and tidy so services were never

disrupted but progress could clearly be seen.

Russ From Howdens in Pontypool were tasked with designing the kitchen. This was done
digitally so it was clear to see how it would look when in place. Nothing was too much
trouble and would be highly recommended to anyone planning a kitchen!

Of course nothing goes smoothly when dealing with incredibly
thick stone walls. A problem arose when trying to drill through
the wall to connect the waste pipes to the toilet. However, a
specialist company from Bristol soon had this sorted.

A funeral due at St Cadocs on Saturday 18th May along with a
deep clean now gave the builders a finish date - no pressure! On
Friday the 17th May, the lock was placed on the loo door and
the project finished.

The people of St Cadoc’s are now very grateful to have
wonderful new facilities. Such a transformation and a great step
forward for church accessibility and fellowship.




PHILIP NORMAN CONTRIBUTIONTO
MUSIC AWARD

Many of us have recently got to know Philip Norman
through all the work he has done around our Ministry
Area. Philip has now been honoured with the
Archbishop of Wales’ Award in Church Music which
recognises people of outstanding musical ability who
contribute to worship. Bishop Cherry presented several
of these awards at Newport Cathedral on Sunday 30th
June. Unfortunately Philip was needed at our own MA
Evensong this day so here pictured is Father Julian
presenting him with his award at St Teilo’s, Llantilio
Crossenny.

Speaking with Philip about his involvement with the Ministry Area:

“On the day we moved into the area (April 2021), the Revd John Humphries was on my
doorstep with recycling bags, and an offer (with a set of church keys) to let me practise on the
organ of St David's, Llanddewi Rhydderch. Within a fortnight, he'd got me playing for services.
Fast forward three years, and | now play regularly for three of the NMMA churches (St David's,
Llanddewi Rhydderch; St Michael's, Llanvihangel Crucorney; and St Teilo's, Llantilio Pertholey)
and, on an ad hoc basis, | pop-up playing at eleven other NMMA churches. | make a monthly
foray over to Powys to play at Patricio church, with occasional guest appearances at St Mary's,
Brecon and Brecon Cathedral. Sundry other churches of various denominations in the
Abergavenny area have also seen me on the organ bench.

It was Priscillla Llewellyn who, in April 2022, suggested that | could form a choir covering the
forthcoming NMMA - so that's how the NMMA choir came about. | have discovered that, in
some congregations, the choir is considered to be some sort of selected elite drafted in for
special events, supplanting the local "rustic choir" (their words, not mine). This is far from
actuality. The NMMA choir is open to anyone who can carry a tune in a bucket and is prepared
to come along to the limited number of rehearsals before each event. The repertoire is formed
around the singers available rather than those singers being unhappily hammered into a pre-
determined mould.

On a monthly basis, | am working with the choir of St Teilo's, Llantilio Pertholey whilst the
church searches for a permanent organist and choir trainer.

I have run a number of workshop days such as a Can't Sing? Saturday for aspiring singers, an
Upgrade to Organist session, which introduced pianists to organ playing, and a Great Welsh
Hymns afternoon and evening [based on the hymn repertoire within the NMMA, it seems that
1972 didn't happen].

Also, at random intervals, | have simplified difficult hymn accompaniments on request and
given tips about using organs more effectively.”

Many thanks to Philip for his continued dedication to
the Ministry Area. All are welcome to join the NMMA
Pop Up Chair.

Pictured here are the other Award recipients at Newport Cathedral: Mike
Wilcox (Bedwellte), Graham Davies (Caerleon), Nathan Bird (Rumney),
Bishop Cherry, Alistair McCormick (SS Julian & Aaron, Newport), Emma
Gibbins (Newport Cathedral)




Back in March 2023, 15 people were elected to the Ministry Area Council, over
the next few issues of the newsletter we would like you to get to know your
Ministry Area Council.

Janette Watson (St Cadoc’s, the Bryn)

'l was brought up on a dairy farm near Castle
Douglas SW Scotland. | studied Agriculture at
Glasgow University then lectured in Agriculture and
Biology at Kilmarnock Technical College until
marrying Eric. After one year promoting sales and
delivering yoghurt and cream from a farm near
Penrith | obtained a post teaching biology and rural
studies until starting a family. In 1975 we moved

back to my home farm, farming there together for

39 years. During this time | became an elder of
Crossmichael Parish Church and helped with an
after school Christian Club. Since retiring and
moving to The Bryn nearly 10 years ago | have
attended St Cadoc's and am now secretary of the
CC and MAC representative.

Emma Robinson (St Mary’s, Llanfair Cilgoed),

My name is Emma Robinson and | am the secretary
of St Marys Llanfair Cilgoed. In my role | organise
the committee meetings and fundraising events. |
also complete any faculty's that need to be done
for church repairs and maintenance. We putina
new heating system last year which has been a
great success and has created a warm and !

welcoming environment for our congregation. | am ' |

now working on repairs to the Gable End of the i ' ' [/
|

church and a new notice board | A



Hopefully, most of us have had an opportunity to meet Revd. Julian Gray.
However, there may be some that haven’t, and so here is a little more about
our Ministry Area Lead (some of which may be news to all of us!)

| was born on Leap Year Day, 29th February 1964, which makes me either sixty or fifteen
years old! Growing up, | attended St. Alban’s Roman Catholic School in Pontypool and
regularly worshipped at Griffithstown Congregational Chapel with my grandmother. Both
had a huge influence on me, prompting me to hear God’s call to ordained ministry in the
Church in Wales. At first, | wanted to join the Community of the Resurrection, at Mirfield in
Yorkshire, to become a monk. However, whilst a student at Lampeter University | suddenly
discovered that there were human beings called women and, from then on, | realised that a
life of monastic celibacy just wasn’t for me!

| did, however, spend two years in formation for the priesthood at Mirfield, being trained at
the college run by the Community. On my first day | found a card in my room that read ‘Your
contribution to the Common Life of the College this term is to daily clean and Harpic the
East Wing topos.’ Totally bewildered, | asked a second-year student what on earth | was
supposed to be doing? ‘Oh, you’ve really pulled the short straw, you poor thing!” He said
replied with anything but empathy in his voice. ‘You’ll be cleaning the East Wing bog for the
next for the four months! | quickly learnt that topos was the Classical Greek word for toilet!
It certainly wasn’t what I’d expected to be doing as part of my priestly formation, but it
taught me that service - serving God and serving His people - is at the heart of Christian
ministry.

| began my ministry as a Minor Canon at our Cathedral in Newport in 1988 where | was soon
joined by The Reverend Heidi Prince. We lived next door to each other, opposite the
Cathedral, and it is a privilege and joy, once again, to be Heidi’s colleague and neighbour in
the North Monmouthshire Ministry area.

After the Cathedral, | served successively as Curate of Bassaleg, Vicar of Overmonnow,
Vicar of King’s Sutton in Northamptonshire (but only briefly due to a strong desire to return
home - | believe the Welsh word for such a strong need to return is ‘hiraeth’ meaning
‘longing’), Vicar of Usk and now, Rector of the North Monmouthshire Ministry Area. I’'m here
until | retire - seven years from now — so you’re stuck with me, well, for the time being at
least!

My ministry has been a fascinating journey, testing and difficult at times, but one whose
joyful aspects have led me to conclude that | was placed on this earth to be a priest in God’s
Church. The priesthood is in my DNA - its who | am and, were | given the opportunity to live
my life over again | would, without any hesitation, again choose to serve God in this way.

| am married to Catherine, whom | met at Lampeter (the person responsible for my not
becoming a monk!), and we have two wonderful children, Timothy and Abigail, of whom I am
incredibly proud! Both are Doctors - one of history, the other of medicine - and I am
currently psyching myself up to officiate at Abigal’s marriage to her fiancée, Matthew, at St.
Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Crossenny, at the end of August. Its going to be one of the most
special moments of my ministry, but | hope I'll be brave enough to fight back the tears of
emotion as | officiate at the wedding of ‘my little girl’!

Finally, | am a life-long railway enthusiast, | love the music of the 70s/80s rock band ELO,
and a I’m a fan of Burger King’s vegetarian / vegan menu, with the Plant Based Whopper
being a particular favourite gastronomic treat!



