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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year to you all! | pray that 2025 will be, for you and those you love, a year filled
with peace, good health and joy.

The month of January was named after Janus, whom the Romans believed to be the god of
endings and beginnings. Whenever the Romans depicted Janus he was shown as having
two faces — one looking backward, to the past, and one looking forward, to the future.

For the Romans, Janus was also the god of entrances and exits and his image would often
be found at the doorways of Roman buildings. He would be invoked in prayer on entering
and leaving a private dwelling or a public building to seek his protection. It was also
customary for the Romans to offer sacrifices to Janus at the beginning of a new year, in the
hope that he would bring good fortune to the worshipper.

As Christians we believe Jesus to be the God of endings and beginnings. In the Book of
Revelation, the Lord says to us ‘l am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End.” (Revelation 22.13). In their worship of Janus, it was as if the Romans
were searching for the true God who would be with them as they crossed the threshold
from the past to the future. They yearned for some benign power that would accompany
them into the unknown. In Jesus the Romans would eventually discover the God who did
exactly that, the God who walks with His people on whatever journey they might take.

A New Year can very much feel like a Gateway between the past and the future. A time to
take stock of the year that has ended, perhaps to remember previous years, and an
opportunity to dream about things we hope the future may hold. All this may fill us with
excitement, or it may leave us feeling rather unsettled. So much lies ahead of us but so
much of it, as yet, is unknown. Standing on a threshold can be a scary place. There can be
such a mixture of challenge and blessings; both from the past, and from things that await
us.

There is a lovely Jewish tradition that recognizes this. The Romans may have placed images
of Janus on their doorposts but in Judaism there is the practice of fixing words of scripture
on doorposts, as a reminder of God'’s presence. Those who pass through, are encouraged to
touch or kiss these words on entering or leaving a dwelling as a way of acknowledging that
God is our constant guardian, watching over the comings and goings of life.

In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about doors and gateways as places of hope, invitation
and opportunity. He even described himself as ‘The Door’ or ‘The Gate’, reminding us that
there can be something holy about change and transition. ‘Knock, and the door shall be
opened’, Jesus said. These words might encourage us to welcome whatever the New Year
may bring, with hopeful and expectant hearts.

May Jesus be our companion at the beginning of 2025 and may He be the door we pass
through as we enter a New Year with hopes and rears, its challenges and opportunities.

God bless us all as we pass over the threshold from 2024 to 2025.

Julian
Ministry Area Lead




We held our Ministry Area Eco workshop at St
ECO TALK Michael’s Church, Llanvihangel Crucorney on
Thursday 21st November. Many churches
were represented from Penrhos to Cwmyoy
and everywhere in between! We were lucky to
welcome Archdeacon Stella Bailey to host our
talk. Stella leads on the Environmental branch
of the Diocesan Vision and was keen to share
with us how we can be better stewards of
God’s Creation.
A large focus was on the Eco Church Award, a
programme run by A Rocha UK which
encourages churches to make as many
environmental differences as we can. It
follows a simple online survey which asks a
range of questions to help assess if a church is
eligible for the Bronze, Silver or Gold Award.
We hope all 17 of our churches will be able to
achieve their Bronze Award.

Stella stressed we should not “let the perfect be the enemy of the good”, but that
all small changes could make a difference to our impact on the Earth. She was also
positive many of our churches will already be making these changes, possibly
without realising. Examples could include:

e Areas of ‘wild churchyard’ which are
deliberately left un-mowed to allow for lots
of pollinating creatures.

e Churches only powered by electricity can
ask their provider to switch to Green Tariff,
helping them reach the NetZero goal.

e Special services celebrating creation care
such as Rogation Sunday.

We discussed lots of other ideas like more energy efficient lightbulbs/heating,
measuring our churches’ carbon footprints, ethically focussed shopping, etc. We
concluded that as Christians it is important we implement what is being preached in
church and prioritise environmental change.

You can register your church for the Eco Church Survey at:

eco church.arocha.org.uk




CAROL TALK

Storm Bert did little to lower the
numbers at Philip Norman’s Carol
Talk at St Michael’s, Llanvihangel
Crucorney on Saturday 23rd
November. Close to 40 people
braved the weather to learn what’s
behind some of our most-loved
carols.

Philip gave an entertaining and informative talk which included some
snippets of music, getting toes tapping!

Tea, coffee and cake after went down very well and there was a real
buzz as people mingled and chatted. What a wonderful way to prepare
for Advent.

We are very fortunate to have Philip's talents across the Ministry Area
as he offers musical guidance and organ playing for several of our
churches. Philip also runs the NMMA Choir which sing regularly at
special services and events. There is no choir experience required and
participation in one event doesn’t mean commitment to all.

To find out more about the
NMMA Choir, including upcoming
events, visit Philip’s website at:
organistsonline.org/festival-choir
Alternatively, you can email
Philip on pkn@pnms.co.uk




ST TEILO’S COFFEE MORNING

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny is in need of a new carpet in
the church and fundraising began on Thursday 28th
November with a Christmas Coffee Morning. Held at
Llanvapley Pavilion, there were Christmas crafts available as
well as a raffle and lots of coffee and cake! An impressive
£500 was raised due to the efforts of all those who donated
prizes, baked cakes and came along to support the local
community. particular thanks to Marion and her team for
organising the Coffee Morning.

Revd. Heidi’s message of thanks:
“Thank you all so much for your
hard work in the preparation for
a wonderful coffee
morning....baking cakes, sewing
beautiful Christmas decorations,
bringing raffle prizes and books,
serving the refreshments,
clearing up afterwards, and so
much more...it was a lovely
morning getting together and
seeing everyone.”

APPOINTMENT OF NEW SCHOOLS
ENGAGEMENT PIONEER

We’re very pleased to announce the appointment of Emily Bailey as the Schools
Engagement Pioneer for North Monmouthshire. Our Ministry Area was one of four
chosen locations to receive this funding from the Diocese. The position aims to
grow new worshipping communities by building stronger relationships with
schools.

A longstanding member of St Teilo’s, Emily has strong links with Llantilio Pertholey
Primary School as well as knowledge of the surrounding area and will be a great
asset to our MA.

“I am so excited to be taking on this new
challenge as Schools Engagement Pioneer.

I am looking forward to working with the local
schools and churches within the North
Monmouthshire Ministry, hoping to build new
relationships between the Diocese and new
generations, to share the elation that faith can
bring into the lives of all.”




GROSMONT WINTER MARKET

Saturday November 30th saw the return of Grosmont’s Winter Market in the nave
of St Nicholas’ Church.

There was a big range of crafts, cakes, jewellery, prints, glassware and more! Lots
of Christmas gifts were bought from tree ornaments to bottles of artisan cider.
There was a craft area in the church and even a quiet story-telling corner every
half an hour.

As usual, this market is run by local volunteers eager to support individual sellers,
so particular thanks to Carli, Miriam and Katy. Keep an eye out for future market
dates!

WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP

On the same weekend, St Michael's
also started to get in the Christmas
spirit with a wreath making
workshop.

The session was led by Linda Garrett
who was very patient with those that
had less experience and allowed the
creativity of everyone's wreath to
run wild!

It was a chance to use all sorts of
scrap materials from baubles and
ribbons to pinecones and
hydrangeas for decoration. These
pictures really show how different
each wreath became.

The smell of pine along with warming
mince pies made us feel very festive
for the beginning of Advent!

Many thanks Sian Lloyd for
organising.




ADVENT QUIET
DAY

There were then periods of quiet where we
were free to contemplate these questions
through private prayer, reading, walking the

surrounding paths or just calmly sitting
before God.

Everyone was kept warm with tea, coffee and

mince pies throughout. The day was als
accompanied by a delicious fish and ch

Another successful Advent Quiet
Day! On Saturday 14th December
we warmly welcomed Revd. Helen
Rees to St Michael’s, Llanvihangel
Crucorney to lead us for a a Quiet
Day of contemplation and calm.
Our day began with Morning
Prayer, then Helen provided us
with a series of engaging talks
centred around the ‘waiting’ of
Advent. We were challenged with
questions:

‘Have there been times you have
had to wait? Has waiting ever been
painful/scary? How can we use the
waiting of advent to better listen
to God?”’

(0]
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lunch! We then ended with Evening prayer to

conclude our day of fellowship and refl

ection.

Many thanks to David for organising the lunch
and to Helen Rees for joining us in a day of

peace and calm amongst the chaos of
Christmastime.
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Dates for the Diary

January

Safeguarding B Training
Saturday 18th 10am-12pm
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Ecumenical Lunch - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Thursday 23rd
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Journeying Day Walk Pilgrimage
Saturday 25th 10:30am
Tintern Abbey and the Wye Valley

February

Lent Quiet Day

Saturday 22nd 10am-4pm
Llangasty Retreat House
£30 each

March

MAC Meeting
Tuesday 18th March 7pm
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Community Service (Commemorating Covid)
Saturday 22nd March 2:30pm
St Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney

April

Confirmation Preparation
Saturday 26th 11am
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

North Monmouthshire Ministry Area
Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk
If you have any photographs/information you would like included please email
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com




