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COMPLETE CLERGY TEAM
Sunday 12th January marked the
completion of our clergy team with Revd.
David Williams’ licensing service.
The afternoon was held at St David’s
Church, Llanddewi Rhydderch,  for which
he will be House for Duty Vicar along with
St Cadoc’s, the Bryn and St Bridget’s,
Llansantffraed. We were joined by Bishop
Cherry and Archdeacon Ian as well as the
NMMA Choir led by Philip Norman.

Born in Andover, Hampshire, David
attended Church each week from a young
age, which is where his faith was nurtured,
thanks to his parents who were both
Christian. From his early days as a
chorister, he invited Jesus into his life and
led the Christian Union at secondary
school. He read theology at London
University and went on to study for the
priesthood at Ripon college, Oxford. After
being ordained in 1984, he has served in
town and country Churches in Winchester
Diocese and Oxford Diocese and has had
particular involvement in the training of
Curates and Lay Ministers, discipleship
and mission, the discernment of
vocations, overseas links, and pilgrimage.
As to hobbies, he has a great love of
music, rugby and hill walking. He’s married
to Jo, has three children Hannah, Abby
and Huw and five grandchildren and a
young labrador named Lily (Lilwen). 

The choir led the Introit 'Praise God
from whom all blessings flow', as
well as the anthem 'The King of
Love my Shepherd is'.
A spread was enjoyed in the village
hall afterwards and many others
from the village joined. We hope
Revd. David and his wife Jo settle
in well.



SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding means preventing harm to children and
adults at risk by protecting them from abuse or neglect. 

We were lucky to welcome back Rebecca Jones for some
Safeguarding training at St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey on Saturday
18th of January.

You can find out more about how the
Church in Wales is promoting
Safeguarding on the Church n Wales
website. You can also complete
Safeguarding Module A entirely online:

Rebecca stressed how Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and it is important
we work together to make our churches safer and more welcoming spaces.
We then received our certificates for completing Module B Safeguarding training.

www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-
members/safeguarding/

BISHOP CANDLEMASS
VISIT
St Michael’s Church welcomed Bishop Cherry for a
Candlemass Eucharist at Llanvihangel Crucorney on
Sunday 2nd February. 
This was followed by their Parish lunch provided
by Red Castle Catering. A wonderful meal of
roast chicken, beef and vegetarian followed by
trifle and chocolate cheesecake - there was very
little remaining! Many thanks to David for
organising the day and everyone who helped
with lunch.



‘OUR WAY’ CHILDREN’S SESSION
The morning of Thursday 27th February saw the
first ‘Our Way’ Session held by our School
Engagement Pioneer, Emily Bailey. It was held
during the half term week at St Teilo’s Church
Llantilio Pertholey.

These sessions are designed to discover how we
can create a new generation of Christians in
Llantilio Pertholey who would like to worship with
their families in a fun and connective way.

The morning involved lots of conversations over
tea and coffee about new ways families can
connect with our churches. Meanwhile, the
children were kept busy with Lego, colouring,
biscuit decorating and, of course, play-do! it
wasn’t long before the adults couldn’t resist
getting involved too!

Keep an eye out for more upcoming sessions and, if you have ideas for family
ministry for your churches, do get in touch with Emily: emilybailey@cinw.org.uk

CONFIRMATION BY
BISHOP CHERRY
It was a wonderfully sunny day on
Sunday 2nd March when Bishop Cherry
was welcomed to St Mary’s Church,
Llanfair Green for a Confirmation service.
There were two candidates who were
confirmed by Cherry: Elliott and Evie.
May God bless them on their new
journeys of the Christian faith.



ECO CHURCH AT CWMYOY

St Martin’s Church is a rural church situated on the
side of a mountain that was once considered to be
sliding down into the basin of the valley. It is a
remote hamlet with narrow country lanes servicing
the local residents. Many of the houses are either
second homes or holiday accommodation for those
who reside in the area.
The Church has just been awarded the Bronze
Award for its environmental impact. The graveyard
is source of fine fauna and flora with many species
enjoying the natural plant life. During the grass
growing season it is left to grow attracting those
insects who enjoy tall grasses and its density in
which to hide during their breeding season. The
impact of longer grass is not only attractive to
different fauna, but suits the natural landscape,
blending in with the surrounding fields. The ground
is looked after by a local farmer, who treats it
sensitively and when the grass is cut, it is left on the
ground, to provide compost material for further
growth.

The Church is built from dressed stone, with flat stones as roofing material. The really
defining architectural feature is the tower which leans at an angle of thirty five degrees.
The whole church is a remarkable testimony to the builders of the middle ages. The gutter
water is in natural soak ways, thereby watering the ground. There is no water supply to
the church, so any water has to be brought into the church in containers. 
Inside St Martin’s there were electric heaters under the pews, but with common sense
these were never used as they were inefficient and ineffectual. They have been
disconnected, as have been the two heaters either side in the chancel. This means the
building stays at the natural temperature of the current air temperature. The natural
stone needs to breath and by allowing to adjust naturally to the temperatures there is
less impact on the stone minimising any causal damage. Congregations are urged to wear
suitably warm clothing, as it can feel a little chilly, on times. The environmental impact is
zero from a heating perspective.

At one time there were light bulbs fitted discretely
but age has taken its toll and new lights had to
replace the existing ones, this provided an
opportunity to replace the lights with LEDs which are
even more sympathetic to the lighting of the church,
reducing the unit cost of each light and having a
longer life.
The LCC embraces the need to recognise the
advantages of efficient items when there is a need to
replace certain goods, also being sympathetic to the
architectural features of the church.

The Rev’d David Roberts

Revd. David Roberts describes St Martin’s journey to their well-deserved Bronze Eco Church
Award:



MINISTRY AREA
NETWORK CONFERENCE
On Saturday 8th March, a group from our Ministry
Area went to St Teilo’s High School for a Ministry
Area Networking Conference. The group included MA
Lead Julian Gray, Team Vicar David Roberts, MA
Rector’s Warden Jess Graham, MA Safeguarding
Officer Mary Heading and School Pioneer Emily
Bailey. As an MA, we were asked to put on a display,
highlighting the positive things happening in our
area. We were given the following display statement:

Our display tried to include positive Eco initiatives from across our churches:
Caring for God’s Creation – Recent Bronze Eco Church Award at St Martin’s Cwmyoy, Solar lighting at
Llanvapley.
Appreciation of nature – Outdoor services held at Llanvapley, Rogation services, Animal services at
Llanddewi Rhydderch, Flower Festival at Llanvihangel Crucorney, Birdwatch at Llantilio Crossenny.
Being good Stewards of the earth – Wild churchyard care plan at Grosmont, Living Churchyard Project at
Llantilio Pertholey, use of Fairtrade products and supporting ecologically positive charities.

The display was made more colourful and striking by bold Bible verses from the Sunday school at
Grosmont and a globe sculpture and living garden from the Sunday school at Llantilio Pertholey –
many thanks to everyone for all their hard work, our display was by far the best!

The morning started with Networking sessions for various groups (wardens, clergy, safeguarding,
property leads, etc). This was an opportunity to share in the positive things happening in our area
as well as a chance to discuss problems we have been facing and sharing solutions with each other.

There was then an address from Bishop Cherry. She spoke about how
encouraged she has been by the positive initiatives she has seen
across the Diocese. She particularly stressed the importance of caring
for ourselves both as clergy and laity in order for us to better care for
others. We also discussed the Diocesan Vision and Culture Guide and
how we can implement these better in our areas. The day then ended
with lunch and a Eucharist led by the Bishop and curate team.
Many thanks to the Diocese for organising the day and also all those
across our Ministry Area for their contributions to our Eco Display.

‘Our care for the environment embodies God’s love for creation which gives us courage to stand
against the misuse of the world’s resources. This challenges us with integrity and humility to be
conscious of our actions.’

After this, we had the opportunity to have a look at the displays of
other Ministry Areas and the different ways we are ministering to our
communities. This was a really useful way of talking to other MAs
about how we are all dealing with these big changes.



Dates for the Diary

Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk
If you have any photographs/information you would like included please email
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

March
Community Service (Commemorating Covid) 
Saturday 22nd March 2:30pm
St Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney

April
Confirmation Preparation
Saturday 26th 11am
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Lent Soup Lunches
Every Tuesday 12 noon (Expect Wednesday 26th)
St Bridget’s, Llansantffraed

Joint MA Evensong
Sunday 30th March 6pm
St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Crossenny

Llantilio Pertholey Craft and Lunch Club
Thursday 17th 
Time and venue to be confirmed

Easter Holiday Lunch Club
Tuesday 15th 
Skenfrith Village Hall

Good Friday Skirrid Walk
Friday 18th 9am
Skirrid mountain carpark


