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COVID COMMEMORATION

On Saturday 22nd March, St Michael’s - &l
Llanvihangel Crucorney held a Covid '
Commemoration Service to mark the
anniversary of lockdown. This was an uplifting
service which involved the whole community.
Special guests included Dame Claire Clancy,
Dep Lord Lieutenant as well as Sean Cornork
and Ryan Higgins representing the Welsh
Ambulance Service.

The service included intercessions, lighting of
candles for those that had died as well as
thanksgiving for the work of the emergency
services and others who worked during
lockdown

It was accompanied by soloist Ifon Thomas, joined
by Organist Judith Pendrous singing “Empty Chairs
and Empty Tables”, from Les Miserables and “You’ll
Never Walk Alone’ from Carousel. Ifon is currently
studying Opera at the Royal Welsh Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art. Hymns included ‘The Lord
is My Shepherd’ and ‘Guide Me O Thou Great
Redeemer’. Both English and Welsh National
Anthems were sung.

There was also a presentation of the Covid
Tapestry which will be a permanent memorial to
those lost through Covid. This was the brainchild
of Revd. David’s wife, Tess Roberts, who spent
almost twelve months completing it.




ANOTHERECO

CHURCH! ECO ¥ CHURCH
How lovely to be able to announce the

recently achieved Bronze Eco Church Award

by all at St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Crossenny! is s to certify that

This is down to all the hard work and St Teilo's Church, Llantilioc Crossenny
dedication of an enthusiastic group in e o s e £ Chind Rt vecogan o Thar afforts
particular Ros Jeffries, St Teilo’s’ Eco Pioneer! i i |
The Award reflects St Teilo’s’ commitment to S o6 Bldgs e

caring for God’s Creation through action but e

also through worship and community. A der e

Recent initiatives seen at St Teilo’s included swws 70y o s SRR

an RSPB Big Garden Watch in the churchyard

in January as well as being awarded Local A? RocHa A
Wildlife Site status with Gwent Wildlife Trust,

which is a significant achievement and puts B oo Mot Fo. @mmams
the church on the Local Wildlife Sites map in

South East Wales.

There was also a ‘Dawn Chorus Day’ held at St
Teilo’s on Sunday 4" May 4:30am-7:30am to
identify some of the beautiful birdsong we are
so fortunate to have in our area.

St Teilo’s have their sites set on the Gold
Award so watch this space and get in touch if
you are interested in volunteering for their
Eco Team!

Additionally, get in touch if you are able to
donate the following:

Swift Boxes, Bat Boxes, Barn Owl Nest Boxes,
General Bird Nest Boxes, Long Bird Seed
Feeder, Long Peanut Bird Feeder, Bird Seed &
Peanuts, Sunken Water Barrel Pond,
Hedgehog Homes, Large Planter for Herbs for
Congregation & Community, Nature Camera,
Water Butts and Rainwater Storage, A strip of
wildflowers for the bats and swifts.

We are hoping all 17 of us in North
Monmouthshire will become Eco Churches.
Together we can work to make a real
difference and create a more sustainable
future.



HOLY WEEK

The following few pages will be highlights from Holy Week across our Ministry Area.

The Monday began with morning prayer held via
Zoom for the Online church Community which
Revd. Mary Moore had established. There was also
an evening Stations of the Cross service at St
Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney. This follows
Jesus’ final journey to the Cross and was
accompanied by striking images drawn by the
talented Revd. David Roberts.

Tuesday saw the first of our School Engagement
Pioneer Emily Bailey’s Easter Craft Lunches at
Skenfirth Village Hall. This drew lots of new faces
and was a wonderful, family-orientated morning
of crafts and fun, remembering the true Easter
message.

There was also a service of healing at Llanvihangel Crucorney. This was an evening
focussed on reflective prayer and worship for spiritual healing. It ended with the

laying on of hands and anointing with oil which had been blessed at the Cathedral
Chrism service that day.
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Maundy Thursday saw the second of Emily Bailey’s Easter Craft Lunch, this time at
Llantilio Pertholey Primary School. It drew both a mix of well-known families and
new faces which is wonderful news for our church communities.

There were services with foot washing, Eucharist, Stripping of the Altar and the
Watch of the Passion across several churches including Llantilio Pertholey,
Llanddewi Rhydderch, Llanvihangel Crucorney and Skenfrith. St Teilo’s, Llantilio
Pertholey had a beautiful garden of Gethsemane display by Rita and Chris Rudge
where people were invited to watch with Jesus until midnight.




EASTER CRAFT
AND LUNCH

During Holy Week, our Schools
Engagement Pioneer Emily Bailey
hosted two heart warming Easter Craft
Lunches. We saw a total of 22 at
Skenfrith and 33 at Llantilio Pertholey
School. Some attend our churches,
some saw adverts through our schools,
all of which thoroughly enjoyed the day.

BRING JOY TO YOUR COMMUNITY:
JOIN US AS AVOLUNTEER!

These Easter family events brought smiles, laughter, and creativity to our

communities, as children, parents, and grandparents alike shared glowing
feedback about their experiences.

But here’s the thing: the success of these events wasn’t about the craft or
the delicious food - it was about community. It was about people coming

together to create something special.

We’re excited to share that more events like this are on the horizon!

Thankyou Emily Bailey for" - |
hosting such a fun morning {
doing Easter crafts - Summer | ‘
really enjoyed herself!” "~ I'was quite impressed!”

However, we need your help to make them happen. Emily (or brilliant SEP)
can’t do it all alone. By volunteering your time, you can play a vital role in
spreading joy, fostering connections, and making a real difference in the
lives of children and families in our area.

Whether you have an hour to spare or a few afternoons / mornings free,
every little bit helps. As a volunteer, you’ll not only be supporting
meaningful events but also become part of a passionate team that’s
dedicated to enriching our community. Your time and kindness can help
bring even more smiles in the future!

Interested in joining? Contact Emily via email (emilybailey@cinw.org.uk) or
phone 07539 062299.

We’d love to have you on board.



mailto:emilybailey@cinw.org.uk

GOOD FRIDAY SKIRRID
WALK

The weather certainly reflected the sombre mood of Good Friday this year.
However, the wind and drizzle did not deter a group from across the
Ministry Area for their Holy Mountain Walk up the Skirrid following the
Stations of the Cross.

The group of hearty walkers were led by Revd. Heidi - we were even joined
by travellers as far as Oxford! Several four legged friends including Pip and
Lexi were also not put off by the rain.

It was a reflective walk up to the summit as we paused for each Station of
the Cross. Individuals took it in turns to carry the wooden Cross, crafted
from an old Christmas tree of the Llantilio Group. We followed and reflected
with Jesus through his arrest, trial, crucifixion and resurrection.

As we climbed to the top, we thanked Christ for his sacrifice on Good Friday:
“We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you,
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world”

The rain made the walk
slippery in parts but as we
made it to the top, it began to
dry and we concluded our
service - just in time for the
rush down to make it for our
'Last Hour' services at 2pm!
Many thanks Heidi for this
contemplative morning as we
solemnly wait for Jesus'
death.




Dates for the Diary

Ascension Day Service
Thursday 29™ May, 7pm
St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch

June

Thx Kingdom Come Prayer Week
29" May - 8" June

Details will be found on the website

Diocesan Celebration Service
Saturday 7" June 11am
St Mary’s Priory, Abergavenny

Love your Burial Ground Week
7™ - 15" June
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/

Mother’s Union Open Day
Saturday 14™ June
Christchurch, Govilon

Confirmation by Bishop Cherry
Sunday 22nd June 10:30am
St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey

Grosmont Summer Market
Sunday 28th June 10am-2pm
St Nicholas’ Church, Grosmont

July

Revd. David Williams’ Summer Pilgrimage (all welcome to join)
7th - 13" July
Tenby & Caldey Island to St David’s Cathedral

Strawberry Tea

Sunday 20th July 3pm - 5pm
St Mabli’s Church, Llanvapley
Ministry Area Vestry Meeting
Tuesday 22" July 7pm

Venue to be confirmed
Newport Cathedral Trip

Saturday 26" July 10:15am - 3pm
Meeting at St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey carpark

August

MA Stall at Llanthony Show - volunteers needed!
Saturday 2" August

Llanthony Abbey

North Monmouthshire Ministry Area
n Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

m If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

If you have any photographs/information you would like included please email maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

@ northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk



