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ASCENSION
KITE FESTIVAL

Thursday 29  May saw the return of the Ascension Day Kite
Festival! This year it was held at St Bridget’s, Llansantffraed in
the glorious early evening sunshine.
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The children proudly flew their kites, some of which were made
at our Kite Workshop held at Llantilio Pertholey Primary School
the Tuesday prior. The event was led by our Schools Engagement
Pioneer Emily Bailey.
The kites were to remind us of Jesus rising into Heaven, looking
to the sky just as the disciples would have when Christ ascended.



THY KINGDOM COME
PRAYER WEEK

Our joint Ascension service on the 29th May
marked the beginning of Thy Kingdom Come
Week. This is a global ecumenical movement
which unites Christians of all denominations in a
week of prayer and discipleship. The main focus
of this global ecumenical prayer movement is the
uniting of us all through prayer whilst also praying
for 5 people who have not yet answered God’s
call, that they may come to know Jesus.

ASCENSION SERVICE

Thy Kingdom Come Week encouraged us to draw closer
to God through private prayer throughout the week. This
was done both in some of our beautiful seventeen
churches that are open during the day as a place of
quiet and calm, but also at home. The Diocese provided
us with helpful prayer books containing reflections on
the Lord’s Prayer as well as room for us to remember the
5 people we had chosen to pray for that week.

The evening Ascension Eucharist was held at St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch. We
were lucky to be joined by Philip Norman’s Pop-Up Choir who led us in with Heilig,
Heilig, Heilig by Schubert as well as a beautiful Eucharist Anthem For the Beauty of
the Earth – MacLagan. Many thanks to the choir members from across all our
churches for their time and dedication. Revd. David Williams spoke of the power of
prayer during Thy Kingdom Come Week as well as possible ways we could
remember to pray for our 5 chosen people – from post it notes on bathroom
mirrors to tying knots in shoelaces!

The following pages highlight some of the events throughout
Thy Kingdom Come Week



CHILDREN’S PRAYER STATIONS 
As part of the Thy Kingdom Come 9 days of prayer and mission, we had a visit from
two schools in our Ministry Area. On Monday 2  June, the children from
Llanvihangel Crucorney Primary School came to Father David Roberts at St
Michael’s Church and on Thursday 5  June, it was the turn of Emily Bailey at
Llantilio Pertholey Primary School.
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The stations followed the themes of the Lord’s Prayer – the focus of this year’s Thy
Kingdom Come Week. Children enjoyed labelling a world map with people of ‘Thy
Kingdom’, water and biscuits for their ‘daily bread’, and writing on their very own
shields to ‘guard us from temptation’. They were particularly struck with the
trespass station. They wrote their messages of sorry on dissolvable paper and
watched as they ‘disappeared’ in the water as we asked for God’s forgiveness to
wipe away our mistakes.

Many thanks to Jess Graham our Rector’s Warden and Emily Bailey our Schools
Engagement Pioneer for all their hard work in planning the prayer stations and
school visits.



On the Friday 6th June, St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey held a special
Eucharist and Reflection on the Lord’s Prayer. It was a powerful service of
intercession, adoration and reflection

EUCHARISTIC REFLECTION

PENTECOST

We were reminded of the power of the Lord’s Prayer and how it can often be
overlooked as a prayer of routine, of ‘going through the motions’. However, it
is in fact a prayer that encapsulates the whole of our Christian faith, given
to us by Christ himself. We were encouraged to reflect on the deeper
meaning of every line of this very familiar prayer and how we can live them
out in our everyday lives.

Pentecost Sunday saw the end of
this very busy week of Thy Kingdom
Come Prayer Novena. We
celebrated the descent of the Holy
Spirit on the Apostles, marking the
beginning of the Church. All Ministry
Area churches with a service were
provided with a cake to celebrate
the Church’s birthday!



DUCK RACE
Sunday 8  June saw the Duck Race being held in the Meadow of
Lower Stanton farm where the river Honddu runs through.
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The Duck Race was organized by the Pandy and Monnowside
Ploughing Association (Pandy Ploughing Match) as part of their
annual fundraising activities. They also support local charities
and this year they were very kind in sharing the proceeds with
Llanvetherine Church. The congregation are very grateful for
this support. After deductions for prizes, etc the Church will
receive a cheque for £350.
For the Duck Race a total of 931 ducks were sold and each one
numbered to correspond with the person that bought that
particular duck. The builders bag full, and more, of ducks were
released from a bridge onto the river Monnow and they eagerly
swam, well they floated downstream anyway, some getting
caught in the bank others benefitting from the current. The
faster duck, eventually, hit the tape. On this occasion duck tape
was substituted with netting to catch the hundreds of ducks
that followed so that they could all take part in a future duck
race.
The first duck home received £100 and was backed by a local
contractor, the second by a Cardiganshire farmer and the third
by a local resident. The last duck home was given a consolation
prize for which the “winner” was very grateful.

NEW CARPET AT
ST TEILO’S

Many thanks to all concerned,

David Hughes-Jones (Churchwarden at St James’, Llanvetherine)

It was a nice event with a good crowd turning up with several young children enjoying the
water and the opportunity to help with the duck retrieval as well as refreshments
supplied by Farmer Mark. I am sure there will be a Duck Race next year and several keen
supporters are already training their plastic duck to, hopefully, do better next year and to
support another local charity and Ploughing Society.

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny has been diligently
fundraising in recent months to replace the old
carpet, and it is looking wonderful. The organ, piano
and other furniture was moved to make way for the
new carpet. The team at TCM carpet were very
helpful and all at St Teilo’s are so pleased with the
result - some feel it is too good to walk on! Much
appreciation for Marion Ashton who led the
fundraising work and Margaret Parry for all her
preparation and planning - from submitting samples
to the DAC to ensuring the organ was dismantled
correctly! We all look forward to seeing it.



PIMMS AND HYMNS!

People were invited to request their most loved hymns. It was particularly moving
to hear people’s stories behind their chosen songs and why they hold such
meaning for them. The volume was audible as well known hymns like ‘Shine Jesus
Shine’, and ‘Jesu, Lover of My Soul’ filled the church. It was also a chance for
people to share less well-known pieces such as ‘I believe in Jesus’ and ‘Will you
come and follow me’.
The evening ended with refreshing glasses of Pimms and elderflower cordial
enjoyed in the late evening sun. Many thanks to those at St Teilo’s for their
hospitality. 

CONFIRMATION

Each fifth Sunday in the North Monmouthshire Ministry Area, we hold a joint
Evensong in one of our churches. On this occasion, St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey
treated us to an evening of ‘Pimm's and Hymns’!

The Confirmation Service planned at St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey had to be sadly
postponed last year due to Bishop Cherry getting stuck in the flooding of the
storm! Her return on Sunday 22  June was therefore welcomed as both children
and adults were confirmed. It was wonderful to see so many continuing in their
Christian faith and was a special moment to share with their families and loved
ones.
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Dates for the Diary

Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk
If you have any photographs/information you would like included please email maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

Revd. David Williams’ Summer Pilgrimage (all welcome to join)
7th - 13  Julyth

Tenby & Caldey Island to St David’s Cathedral

July

Newport Cathedral Trip
Saturday 26  July 10:15am - 3pmth

Meeting at St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey carpark

Strawberry Tea
Sunday 20th July 3pm - 5pm
St Mabli’s Church, Llanvapley

August
MA Stall at Llanthony Show - volunteers needed!
Saturday 2  Augustnd

Llanthony Abbey

Ministry Area Vestry Meeting
Tuesday 22  July 7pmnd

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny

Open Church
St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch
Saturday 12  Julyth

11am - 4pm

Licensing of Lay Worship Leaders
Sunday 31st August 4pm
St Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney

Fun Day - St Cadoc’s
Sunday 3rd August 2pm
Llangattock Lingoed

Family Forest Faith
Thursday 31  July 11am - 2pmst

St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey

Family Forest Faith
Thursday 21  August 3-5pmst

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny


