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SUMMER PILGRIMAGE
Father David Williams, recently appointed as Vicar for
Llanddewi Rhydderch, Llansantffraed and the Bryn,
started his first summer with a Ministry Area Pilgrimage
on 7th July. David embarks on a walking pilgrimage each
year and this summer was joined by members from across
the Ministry Area. The trip of course, landed on the
hottest week of the year, with temperatures soaring to
well above 31◦c! The group had their work cut out to try
and stay cool as well as hydrated as they progressed
towards St David’s Cathedral. A hearty well-done to all
those pilgrims who walked part or all of the journey
walked by so many Christians before. Father David writes:

“Following in the footsteps of previous pilgrims, who
either came by sea or on foot, a group of 12 pilgrims
from our Ministry Area and further afield walked all or
part of the way from Tenby and Caldey Island to St
Davdi’s Cathedral. As seen in the pictures, our first stop
was morning prayer in St Illtyd’s Church, on Caldey
Island, and from there we walked (together with boat
crossings to Caldey Island and to Skomer Island) to St
David’s Cathedral, where we received a warm welcome
from Bishop Dorrien Davies and the Cathedral staff.

Together with other pilgrims, we gathered each day to
share the day together. To pray and to walk, and to
share stories with one another. To laugh, to listen, and
to inspire each other, and, most of all, to let God speak
to us. We also experienced one of the hottest weeks in
Wales as we went along, which meant that finding
shelter from the sun was often welcome. And along the
way, we had some very special moments as we
gathered for prayer in ancient Churches, dedicated to
the early Welsh saints.

Pilgrims have been visiting the shrine since it was built shortly after St David’s death,
and is situated behind the high altar. The pilgrimage was made even more popular in
1123, when Pope Callixtus II wrote a document of recognition stating that two
pilgrimages to St David’s were considered equal to one to Rome! We all had such a
special time, despite choosing to walk in a week what turned out to be a heat wave in
Wales, and one couple who were walking for those struggling with Parkinsons raised
over £2,000! Do watch this space for details of next summer’s pilgrimage!”



ST WOOLOS CATHEDRAL TRIP
There had been plenty of talks of Ministry Area
Pilgrimages as a way of exploring new places but
also building relationships with those across the
MA. We gathered on Saturday 26th July at St
Teilo's, Llantilio Pertholey to be collected by our
coach to Newport Cathedral, our mother church.
On arrival, we were greeted by Rev'd Canon
John Connell. Many knew Father John from his
time at Llantilio Pertholey as well as St Mary's
Priory and he now takes up his new position as
Canon for Worship and Congregational Life. It
was a wonderful opportunity to catch up with
old friends over tea and coffee.

We then enjoyed an engaging talk on the history of the Cathedral by Malcolm Philips. We
were told so many interesting facts, some of which new to us all. (Like St Woolos' not
achieving Cathedral status until 1949!) It felt as though we were being carried through the
history of the centuries. All this could easily be imagined as we sat between the ancient
stone columns of the nave and medieval timber roof. This was in striking contrast to the
dramatic East window and surrounding designed by John Piper mid 1960s.

Everyone had opportunities throughout the day to
explore the Cathedral, have some quiet reflections and
offer private devotions. The Cathedral Shop was also
open with a wide range of cards, stationery, ornaments
and spiritual readings.
We were lucky enough to be joined by Bishop Cherry for
a bring and share lunch. Many thanks to everyone who
offered to bring something for our table - what a spread
we enjoyed! The Bishop then led us in a short act of
worship in which we gave thanks for our time of
fellowship and asked the Spirit to continue guiding us in
our wider ministry. We offered our prayers to Bishop
Cherry ahead of the Electoral College next week to select
a new Archbishop of Wales.

Do keep an eye out for future MA Pilgrimages!



FAMILY FOREST FAITH
The rain did not dampen spirits as Emily Bailey kicked
off her first Family Forest Faith session of the summer!
Plenty of children (and parents!) gathered at St Teilo’s,
Llantilio Pertholey for lots of activities and fun.
The second session was held at St Cadoc’s,
Llangattock Lingoed on Thursday 7  August and the
third and final session at St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny
on Thursday 21  August. 
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The sessions were based on St John the Baptist and his humble life of living off the world
which God has made - foraging wild honey and insects such as locusts. 
Everyone made Bee Cafes to help the bees in their busy work. The bees were attracted to
the cafes’ beautiful flowers, making them a safe space to stop and refuel on sugar water
and rest on the bee baths. Candles were also made, rolled from natural bees wax and
natural cotton wicks dipped in wax to help them burn.
Then the children made bees to hang as decorations in their gardens out of pine cones
and yellow wool, with wings made from recycled paper.

The rain held off long enough for some outdoor parachute games - seeing bees
working in the hives, swapping positions to carry out the work and guarding the
queen and the young bees. Everyone also learnt how bees communicate through
dance when they fly through the air! All the children had a go at their own bee dance.
Everyone enjoyed their picnic lunch with lots of chatting. The children also worked
on a beautiful tapestry highlighting the intricate patterns found in nature.
Emily has lots of exciting events coming up, including a regular Toddler Group at
Llantilio Pertholey as well as new family worship services in the pipeline! Keep an eye
on the website and Facebook page for more details.



The first weekend of August saw the
return of the Llanthony Valley an
District Show! We joined St Michael’s
who were fundraising for St David’s,
Llanthony with an impressive tombola.
The Ministry Area also had a pitch ready
to welcome visitors from far and wide.
We were joined by our MA Rector’s
Warden Jess Graham and Emily Bailey
our Schools Engagement Pioneer. 

LLANTHONY SHOW

It was a wonderful opportunity for people to learn more about our buildings,
services and ministry in an informal way, many of whom might find attending
church daunting. We were also happy to be a place of calm and shade
amongst the busyness of the show - I’m sure some of the parents were
grateful for this too!

We held a prayer station for
the children (and a few thirsty
dogs!) to remind everyone of
the quiet presence of God
and that their prayers would
stay there with the Lord
amongst the excitement of
the day.
A fun day was had by all,
especially Father David’s dog
Bruce who won the prize for
Waggiest Tail -roll on next
year!

We set up a Kid’s Corner which offered lots of children’s activities and Emily
was on hand to chat to the parents about our new growing community. It was
also a chance for people to offer their suggestions of how we can best serve
their needs. We gave out plenty of brochures, leaflets, stickers and goody
bags to the children. 



LLANGATTOCK LINGOED FUN DAY

There was indeed something for everyone - the day began with a
tractor run through the village, a BBQ provided by the Hunter’s Moon,
several stall holders displaying their amazing products and talents. rifle
shooting and even a dog show! There was also plenty for the children
including pigmy goats, storytelling in the glebe, an art competition by
the children of Cross Ash Primary and much more. All fundraising
proceeds went towards St Cadoc’s Church.

More summer fun was had, this time at
Llangattock Lingoed’s Annual Fun Day on
Sunday 3  August. People from the
village and beyond came together to
enjoy a day of activities in the
surroundings of St Cadoc’s Church and
the Hunter’s Moon Inn.
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LAY MINISTRY
CELEBRATION
Following her election as Archbishop of Wales,
we were grateful to be joined by Bishop Cherry
to commission a total of twelve Lay Worship
Leaders and one Pastoral Assistant. Those that
had been put forward for the course from
across the MA gathered at St Michael’s,
Llanvihangel Crucorney on the 31  August for
their commissioning, supported by family and
friends. It is safe to say, we had a full house,
very quickly running out of service sheets and
chairs - what a wonderful problem to have!
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Bishop Cherry spoke of the importance of answering God’s call to ministry, no
matter how challenging! She recalled her struggle to answer God’s call as an
introverted youth but that the call to spread the word of the Gospel eventually
became too strong to resist. Echoing the words, “Those whom God calls, God
equips”, Cherry highlighted the importance of trust in God in whatever works He
has planned. She also stressed the need for the Church to nurture, not discourage
these gifts and talents. We prayed together for God’s guidance on our new
Worship Leaders and Pastoral Assistants as they begin, or continue, to minister
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

The service was also a general celebration of
all lay roles, no matter how small. We were
reminded to give thanks for all those who
support our churches, in whatever capacity
they are able. 
We were blessed to be accompanied by the
Ministry Area Pop-Up Choir, directed by
Philip Norman who lead us in 4 hymns, as
well as two of their own anthems, “O God
Thy Power is Wonderful”, and “As Pants the
Hart”

Many thanks to everyone
at St Michael’s for hosting,
organising, guiding,
handing out refreshments,
clearing away and tidying -
without laity, this service
would not have been
possible!



Dates for the Diary

Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk

Module B Safeguarding Training
Wednesday 22  October 2pm-4pmnd

St Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney

Advent Quiet Day
Saturday 6  December 9.30am -4.00pm th

Lead by The Rev'd Canon Jeremy Harris
Ty Mawr Convent £20 each

MAC Meeting
Tuesday 16  September 7pmth

Skenfrith Village Hall

September

October

December

Silent Meditation
Tuesday 9  September 8:30amth

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Open Day
Saturday 13  September 10am-4pmth

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey, Bettws Chapel, St David’s, Llanddewi
Skirrid

Table Top sale in aid of Bettws Chapel
Saturday 29  Novemberth

Cwmyoy Village Hall

Harvest Auction in aid of Bettws Chapel
Monday 6th October 6:30pm
The Crown, Pantygelli

McMillan Coffee Morning
Saturday 25th October 10am-12pm
St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

Plainsong Study Day
Saturday 11  October 10am-5pmth

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey

November

Pet Blessing
Sunday 5th October 2:30pm
St Michael’s, Llanvihangel Crucorney

Grosmont Market
Saturday 13  September 10am-2pmth

St Nicholas’, Grosmont

Pet Blessing Service
Sunday 19  October October 3pmth

St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch

Harvest Songs of Praise
Sunday 28  September 3pmth

St Cadoc’s, The Bryn


