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NEW ALTAR CONSECRATED
On Friday 12th September, St Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey were lucky to be joined by
Archbishop Elect Cherry Vann for a consecration of the new altar in the Chapel of
Remembrance. This signified the conclusion of an extensive project to restore the
old potting shed into a chapel of remembrance for the local men who lost their
lives during the first World War. It complements the ‘Walk Through the Bible’: a
series of 14 wooden crosses, designed to create links with the different
wildflowers in the churchyard whilst offering meditations on biblical stories. 

Bishop Cherry’s sermon can be read on the Ministry Area website:
northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk 

This evening Eucharist was a very moving service of thanksgiving and reflection.
Whilst it began rather damp, the rain then cleared and birdsong emerged just at
the moment of consecration. An intimate Eucharist followed in the small chapel,
surrounded by candlelight.

Bishop Cherry spoke of the sacred and symbolic meaning of this altar, a physical
reminder of Jesus’ suffering and sacrifice for all. Her sermon can be found below.
This moving service was followed by fellowship with the Bishop over wine and
cheese. Many thanks to Ma Rector’s Warden Jess Graham for her dedication in
shaping such a special service.



OPEN DAYS
In line with Cadw’s Open Doors scheme, three of our churches in the Llantilio
Pertholey Pastoral Group held their annual Open Days – St Teilo’s, Llantilio
Pertholey, St David’s, Llanddewi Skirrid and Bettws Chapel.

There were a steady stream of visitors to all churches, with dedicated volunteers
on hand to welcome. It was a wonderful opportunity for people to enjoy our
beautiful buildings, particularly those that are usually kept locked. Leaflets were
available on the history of the churches, as well as varying levels of activities and
refreshments. People were also invited to leave their prayers with God as they
explored these special places.

There was lots happening at St Teilo’s, with teas, cakes and a BBQ which raised a
total of £564.00 for the church. Emily Bailey was also on hand with children’s
activities as well as the unveiling of Bishop Cherry’s winner of the art competition.
Father Julian was kept busy with teddy bear parachuting from the Tower and all the
cuddly toys received a certificate for being so brave!
People had the opportunity to look around the church, at the vestments, as well as
church records for their family histories. Many thanks to all those who worked so
hard preparing for and supporting the day. It is so important we make our churches
open spaces for everyone so that God’s Kingdom continues to grow.



HARVEST

‘It has become a tradition for the Llanvihangel
Primary School, to walk the children from Wern
Gifford to St Michaels in Llanvihangel on the
afternoon when the autumn half term begins, to
celebrate their harvest festival. The children are
enthusiastic to show to their families, who are
present in church, the preparations they have made
to celebrate this time of year. They have learnt
poems, prayers and readings as well as songs,
dedicated to harvest time.
The teachers prepare the children not only to know
their parts but to understand the meaning of
harvest. Living in a farming community the children
in our communities have a first hand experience of
knowing the meaning of harvest and even how the
harvest is reliant on the climate. Those families who
are present enjoy the whole of the presentation of
harvest and the understanding of what it means to
give thanks to God. It is a wonderful experience for
the children to come to church and the atmosphere
is electric with their excitement and expectations of
an enjoyable service. To finish the whole event, the
children are offered a piece of bread, signifying the
abundance we have as well as the abundance of
God’s love, shared among His people.’

The Rev’d David Roberts

Harvest proved to be a joyful season across the whole of
our Ministry Area, with each church celebrating in their
own special ways. Our churches were beautifully
decorated with local produce and donations. There were
several Harvest meals, soup lunches, auctions, as well as
an overwhelming amount of donations of tinned and
dried food for local food banks. It is a wonderful
reminder to be grateful for all we have through food,
friendship and community that all comes from God.
Rev’d David Roberts from Llanvihangel Crucorney talks
about the annual Harvest Visit from the local Primary
School and the joy of having the young people involved
in the community:



PET BLESSING
On Sunday 5  of October, St Michael’s,
Llanvihangel Crucorney held their annual
Pet Blessing Service. This year, we were
joined by Bishop Dominic Walker, former
Bishop of Monmouth and now President
of the Anglican Society for the Welfare of
Animals. Animals from far and wide
gathered to give thanks to God for our
pets as well as all animals in our world.
We prayed for their well-being as well as
their loyalty and companionship. 
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We were reminded of Francis of Assisi's Sermon:
“My brother and sister birds, you should praise your Creator and always love him: He
gave you feathers for clothes, wings to fly and all other things that you need. It is
God who made you noble among all creatures, making your home in thin, pure air. 

Bishop Dominic noted the role animals can play in our lives, by providing friendship
as well assistance to the blind, deaf and diabetic. We were also asked to remember
our duty as Christians to ensure all animals live free from abuse and cruelty, and our
responsibility in ensuring we all make ethical choices when buying meat. 



MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
It was beautiful weather for a Macmillan Coffee
morning at St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey on
Saturday 25  October.th

We were spoilt for choice with a range of cakes,
brownies, sausage rolls, tarts and more! An impressive
total of £610.00 was raised for this very worthy cause.
Many thanks to all who worked so hard to make it such a
resounding success, from baking cakes, to rearranging
the church, to serving teas and coffees and for
attending on the day.

MORE PET BLESSINGS!
On Sunday 19 , the pet blessing continues. This time at
St David’s, Llanddewi Rhydderch!  6 dogs and 1 well
behaved cat came along to receive a blessing from
Father David. Everyone was reminded of the
importance of animals and how it is our duty to care for
them.
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It was an inspiring and enjoyable service



LIGHT CRAFT AND LUNCH CLUB
As Christians, instead of Halloween, we prefer to celebrate love, light, and laughter
with Jesus at the centre. To help us shine bright with kindness, our School
Engagement Pioneer Emily Bailey hosted a Light Craft and Lunch Club during half
term at Llantilio Pertholey Church in Wales Primary School.
Monday 27th October was a lovely morning exploring how Jesus is the Light of the
World. The children learnt that, just like him, they too are the light of God that keeps
shining on. Through them, Jesus’s words will carry on through life within the next
generation.

There were lots of craft and light involved to help them understand the light of the
Gospel in the darkness of the world. They made recycled lanterns from glass jars,
using stickers, lots of glitter, glue and shiny gems. They also made wooden pumpkin
decorations and glow in the dark wool. There was some individual hand print candle
light art which looked a lot of fun! They sang lots of songs and danced to celebrate
Jesus as the Light.

Everyone shared a lunch of jacket potatoes with beans and cheese as they enjoyed
each others company. Keep an eye out for more family activities run by Emily!
Emily is building a new and vibrant family community in our Ministry Area but she
can only do this with our help! Some of these activities are not possible without
volunteers. Recent Safeguarding guidelines are advising more adults present than
we currently have and so we need as much help as we can get! If you’re interested
in volunteering with Emily’s children’s activities, do get in touch:
emilybailey@cinw.org.uk / 07539 062299

mailto:emilybailey@cinw.org.uk


Dates for the Diary

Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk

Advent Quiet Day
Saturday 6  December 9.30am -4.00pm th

Lead by The Rev'd Canon Jeremy Harris
Ty Mawr Convent £20 each

December

November

Table Top sale in aid of Bettws Chapel
Saturday 29  November 10am-3pmth

Cwmyoy Village Hall

Grosmont Christmas Market
Saturday 29  November 10am-2pmth

St Nicholas’, Grosmont

Advent Carol Concert
Sunday 30  November 4pmth

St Nicholas’, Grosmont

MAC Meeting
Tuesday 2nd December 7pm 
St Michael’s Church, Llanvihangel Crucorney

Christmas Wreath Making
Tuesday 9th December 5:30pm - 9:00pm
St Nicholas' Church, Grosmont

(Carols and Christmas services listed separately on website)

Christmas Tree Festival
Saturday 13th December 7pm
St Nicholas' Church, Grosmont

Advent Course (running every Wednesday in December)
Wednesday 3  December 3pmrd

St Bridget’s Church, Llansantffraed

Silent Meditation
Monday 24  November 8:30amth

St Teilo’s, Llantilio Crossenny


