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FOREST FAITH AND PANCAKES!

 At Cross Ash, they created Prayer Trees and were encouraged to think about who
was special to them. Children at Llantilio Pertholey Primary also had fun learning
all about God’s world and how we can better look after it.

Our School Engagement Pioneer has definitely been busy this term! In January,
Emily Bailey held several more Forest Faith Sessions with the local schools. These
are designed to ground the children’s learning into nature and engagement their
interest in God’s Creation.

Pancake day was celebrated at Llantilio with, yes, pancakes! The children had so
much fun making and eating their own pancakes, all whilst learning the history
behind Shrove Tuesday, as we mark the start of Lent as Christians.

Even more pancakes were enjoyed at a half term family and children event. People
from Crossenny, Llanvihangel, even Llanfoist joined us for the morning.
The children learnt all about Lent through fact sheets, sticking, cutting, even a
pop-up Jesus! The session ended with prayers and all took home a Promise Sheet,
which gave them 40 acts to complete throughout the journey of Lent.



ECO CHURCH DAY
On Tuesday 24th February, several representatives from
North Monmouthshire attended the Eco Church
Celebration Day at Llandaff Cathedral.
The conference was open to everyone involved or
interested in Eco Church - ranging from those who are
yet to register their church, all the way to those with
Gold Award status!
It was a wonderful day and much was learnt about the
Eco Church Survey and its Awards.

The day began with worship led by Canon Chancellor, Revd. Kate Harrison from Llandaff
Cathedral. Revd. Mark Clavier from Swansea Diocese then opened the discussion by giving
us a theological grounding to better understand our roles as Stewards of the Earth. He
explained it is in fact every Christians’ vocation to be good stewards of Creation. However,
there has often been great misunderstanding of the ‘dominion’ given to us by God. This has
led to the exploitative nature of society that has caused so much damage to our world. Mark
explained our dominion is only based on sharing in the care of creation given by God, not
dominating it.

We then heard from Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK, which is the company driving the Eco
Church Campaign. He spoke of the current challenges we face as consumerism has become
the new religion, but also spoke of the positives he has seen, e.g. 637 churches in Wales
have now registered for the survey, up from 132 in 2020.
He spoke of several ways we as a Church can address the issue of climate change, from
treatment of our churchyards, to our energy providers, to even campaigning for ethical
investments that do not support the use of fossil fuels.
We then heard from several successful projects from across the Diocese such as St
Cadoc’s in Caerleon finishing their sustainable redevelopment project and also St Mary’s in
Usk who have recently achieved their Gold Eco Church Award.
The day ended with group discussion where we had the opportunity to talk with other
churches in our area about the ways they’ve managed to achieve their Bronze, Silver and
even Gold Eco Church Awards.
There are lots of ways to find out more about the Eco Church Awards on their website,
including a monthly newsletter:

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk



ST DAVID’S DAY EVENSONG
On Sunday 1st March, we held a joint Ministry Area Evensong at St David’s Church, Llanddewi Skirrid
to celebrate their patronal festival. The day began with a walking pilgrimage from St David’s Llanddewi
Rhydderch to Llanddewi Skirrid. Llanddewi Rhydderch held prayers and refreshments before setting
off on their 5 mile walk!

The terrain was considerably muddy in places, with pilgrims even having to cross a stream. There were
several moments to pause, reflect and pray together on the journey too. Although there was drizzle at
times, this didn’t deter our strong group of walkers who took in the beautiful scenic views of our local
mountains our churches are so lucky to be surrounded by. Evensong began at Llanddewi Skirrid at
4pm and our walkers made it in time! They were all able to stamp their Pilgrim Passports marking their
journey. 

We were joined by people from all over our Ministry Area as well as our MP for Monmouthshire,
Catherine Fookes. We were also joined by Archdeacon Ian Rees who preached on the sacrificial
ministry that David showed and that, as a Church, we are also called to be that same witness to the
faith today. 

Several were joining our Pop-Up Choir led by
Philip Norman. The choir led us in traditional
choral music, as well as solo renditions of ‘As
Pants the Heart’ and ‘The King of Love’. 
We were fortunate to receive a Patronal
Festival Choral Evensong Grant from the
Baronness of Windsor Fund, to ensure our
voluntary choir and choir master continue to
be supported with their great work.
The service ended with traditional Welsh
refreshments (lots of Welsh cakes and Bara
brith!). It was wonderful to see so many people
visiting the church which was adorned with
Welsh flags and lots of daffodils. Dydd Gwyl
Dewi Hapus i chi gyd!



We began the day at Michaelgarth House just up the hill from the Convent with morning
prayer. We then spent the day listening to several sessions from Trystan. During his talks,
Trystan spoke of his challenging pilgrimage and how it drew on several Christian experiences
of joy, suffering, endurance and dependence.

LENT QUIET DAY
On Saturday 7  March, we held a Ministry Area
Quiet Day at Ty Mawr Convent near Monmouth. We
were also joined by several from the St Illtyd’s
Ministry Area. We were extremely lucky to be led by
theologian Trystan Hughes who is now acting as
Director of Ministry Development for the Church in
Wales.
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Throughout the day, Trystan guided us on his book
‘To Hell’s Mouth and Back’, which is this year’s
chosen Lent book that we have been reflecting on
during our Tuesday afternoon sessions. 

We also had several opportunities for personal quiet and reflection. We were lucky to be
able to explore the extensive grounds offered at Ty Mawr which were filled with daffodils!
There were also private chapels which allowed for secluded prayer. These beautiful
surroundings really helped us to privately meditate on Trystan’s themes as well as our own
contemplations.
At Midday, we joined the sisters in the main chapel for Eucharist. It was very special to be
able to join them in their daily worship - of which there are seven every day!
It was a truly beautiful day of fellowship as well as peace and reconnection with God.



NETWORK DAY

This drew on many Christian themes that were common to his journey of pilgrimage. The
first session was held at the Ukrainian Cafe in Abergavenny Town centre, ‘Squeezing’, which
is run by a Christian woman Maryna, who is raising funds to send to the front lines of
conflict in Ukraine.  The sessions began on Shrove Tuesday so was, of course, accompanied
by pancakes!

LENT STUDY GROUP
The MA Lent Quiet Day held at the Convent linked in well with our Lent Study Group.
Members from across the Ministry Area have been meeting on Tuesday afternoons to
discuss and reflect on Trystan Hughes’ book, ‘To Hell’s Mouth and Back’.

On Saturday 21  March, representatives from North
Monmouthshire joined every other Ministry Area at the
Diocesan Network Day. Archbishop Cherry and the
Archdeacons spoke about the Culture Guide as well as
sharing the new MA Planning Tool which we are to
impliment in our Area. Our Lay Co Chair, Peter Lea,
shared the positive news from our North Monmouthshire
and we had the opportunity brainstorm ministry, mission
and growth plans for the future as well as reflect on what
we are doing well.
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CONGRATULATIONS FATHER JULIAN!

Some of you may have seen the exciting
announcement relating to our Ministry Area
Lead, Revd. Julian Gray who has recently
been appointed as Honorary Chaplain to
His Majesty the King. Julian joins five other
senior clerics from the Church in
Wales to be appointed by the monarch in
recognition of their distinguished service.
Honorary King's Chaplains have
traditionally been appointed for the Church
of England and the Church of Scotland.
This is the first time clerics of the Church in
Wales have been appointed:

“I am greatly honoured, deeply humbled and delightfully surprised to have been appointed as
an Honorary Chaplain to His Majesty, the King. I first encountered His Majesty during the
Summer of 1969 when, following his Investiture as Prince of Wales, he journeyed throughout
the Principality, surveying his new realm. He came to my hometown of Pontypool and because,
like Zacchaeus, I was small of stature (I was five years old at the time) and could see nothing
due to the towering adults that surrounded me, my uncle picked me up and sat me on his
shoulders, providing a grandstand view! Despite the many thousands of people in Pontypool
Park that day, as the Royal motorcade sped by, I was convinced that the young Prince saw,
smiled and waved - at me! I have been a monarchist ever since!
The Monarchy has faced many challenges of late. That is why it is important to remind
ourselves of the huge contribution that the King has made to our national wellbeing.
Throughout his life he has championed social responsibility, environmental stewardship and
sustainability often well before they became mainstream. He has advocated a balanced and
harmonious relationship between humanity and the natural world, an approach that he applies
in practical ways to his charitable work, agricultural practices, and his vision for a modern,
evolving monarchy.
Although the wearing of a bright red cassock and Geneva preaching bands (the uniform of my
new role) might take some getting used to, it is a huge privilege to be part of the newly
instituted Royal Chaplaincy for Wales. Whoever we serve, whatever their worldly status might
be, it is Jesus, the King of Kings, to whom we ultimately render service. So, in the words of The
Servant King, Graham Kendrick’s beautiful hymn:
‘let us learn how to serve, And in our lives enthrone Him, Each other's needs to prefer, For it is
Christ we're serving’.

The Chaplains will wear a distinctive scarlet cassock and a badge with the Royal cypher. Each
will be invited to preach at a Royal Chapel during their period of appointment. They may also
be invited by His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant for each county to participate in national, civic and
local events and Royal visits in each of the Lieutenancies of Wales.
The appointments recognise the special relationship of His Majesty The King with Wales.



Visit the Ministry Area Facebook page - search North Monmouthshire Ministry Area

If you have an event that you would like promoted in the Ministry Area, please forward details to
maryheading.nmma@outlook.com

northmonmouthshireministryarea.org.uk

Dates for the Diary

May

Recorder Concert
Saturday 13  June 7pmth

St Teilo, Llantilio Pertholey

June

July

MAC Meeting
Tuesday 16  June 7pmth

St Nicholas Grosmont

Flower Festival
Friday 22nd to Monday 25  May 10am-4pmth

St David, Llanddewi Rhydderch

Safeguarding Training (Module A and B)
Saturday 9  May 10am-1pmth

St Teilo Llantilio Pertholey

Cream Tea and Craft Fair
Saturday 30  June 10am-3pmth

St Teilo, Llantilio Pertholey

Ministry Area AGM 
Tuesday 21  July 7pmst

St David, Llanddewi Rhydderch

April

Defibrillator Training
Saturday 18  April 10am-2pmth

St Teilo Llantilio Pertholey

Plant Sale
Monday 4  May 2pm th

St Teilo Llantilio Crossenny

Resource Renewal with Revd. David Williams
Saturday 25  April 10am-4pmth

Holy Trinity Llandrindod Wells

For Holy Week and Easter times, see separate poster

Summer Pilgrimage with Father David Williams
Saturday 30  June - 12  Julyth th

Wexford - St David Cathedral

Churches Unlocked
6  - 21  Juneth st

Across our Ministry Area
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